
CHRISTMAS EVE – The CHRIST Candle 
Carol: “O Holy Night” 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,“Glory to God in the highest, 
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:11-14) 

Oh, to have been at that manger scene 2000 years ago. The Savior of the World, an innocent, vulnerable, baby child 
lay there in a bed of hay wanting and needing only love, warmth, and sustenance. What great faith those shepherds 
displayed as ran through the streets proclaiming His birth. We KNOW who Jesus grew up to be because we have true 
record of his life, death, and resurrection. So why aren’t we running through the streets proclaiming “Glory to God in 
the highest!” and “Hosanna!” There is much joy knowing your family will be taking the time this evening and 
tomorrow to reflect on God’s greatest gift to the world ~ Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Three cool facts about our carol this week: 

1. “O Holy Night” was originally written by a French wine merchant and poet, Placide Cappeau, who was an atheist, 
after being asked by a priest in 1847. Cappeau’s friend, Adolphe-Charles Adam, who was Jewish composed the 
music. The response to the carol’s Christmas Eve debut was positive, but the carol was later condemned when it 
was learned that Adam was Jewish. 

2. This carol was translated to English by John Sullivan Dwight during the Civil War and was very popular because 
of the carol’s reminder that Jesus came to bring justice (see verse 3). 

3. In 1906, O Holy Night became the first song to be sent through the air on the radio. 

 

 

 

O Holy Night 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth; 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
'Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 

Chorus 
Fall on your knees, oh hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night when Christ was born. 
O night, O holy night, O night divine. 

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming; 
With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand: 
So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here come the wise men from Orient land, 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger, 
In all our trials born to be our friend; 

Chorus 
He knows our need, to our weakness no stranger! 
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King! your King! before him bend! 

 

 

Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is Love and His gospel is Peace; 
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in his name all oppression shall cease, 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise his Holy name! 

Chorus 
Christ is the Lord, then ever! ever praise we! 
His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim! 
His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim! 

 

                  FRENCH WORDS:   Placide Cappeau  
ENGLISH WORDS:  John S. Dwight  
MUSIC:                     Adolphe Adam 

 


