
WEEK 2 OF ADVENT – The PEACE Candle 
Carol: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

The Lord gives His people strength – the Lord blesses His people with peace. (Psalm 29:11) 

 
Peace is the feeling of being safe and secure. What gives you peace? True peace is trusting God to take care of your 
needs in any situation. A long time ago, God blessed the world with peace through the Prince of Peace, Jesus. Jesus 
allows us to have peace in our lives because He is the Savior of all the world and He is God. We only need to believe 
and call on Him! 

 
Three interesting facts about our carol this week: 

1. Within the beauty of "O Little Town of Bethlehem" is one of God's promises from the prophet Micah: 
"Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are one of the little towns of Judah, but from you I will bring a ruler for Israel, whose 
family line goes back to ancient times." (Micah 5:2) 

2. Phillips Brooks, the composer of this famous Christmas carol, was the minister of a church in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, in the 1860s. He had visited the real Bethlehem in the Holy Lands in December of 1865. He made a 
horseback ride from Jerusalem to Bethlehem on Christmas Eve during that trip back when Bethlehem truly was a 
small village. By nightfall he was in the field where, according to tradition, the shepherds heard the angelic 
announcement of Jesus’s birth. He then attended the Christmas Eve service at the Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem right where it is believed Jesus was born! Several years later, when he wanted a new song of 
Christmas for the children to sing at his church, he thought again of his memories of that Christmas in 
Bethlehem. The poem he wrote painted in words the sights and sounds of that little town he had visited.  

3. He then asked the church organist, Lewis Redner, to compose a simple melody for the children to sing on 
Christmas Eve. Mr. Redner sat down at the piano to find just the right tune for the poem his friend wrote, but 
nothing seemed to fit. On the night before the Christmas Eve service he felt discouraged, so he went to bed. 
During his fitful sleep it seemed that he heard music. Immediately, he got up and wrote down the melody just as 
we sing it today. He joyfully presented it to Rev. Brooks the next day and said, "I think it was a gift from heaven." 
It is said that the children sounded like a choir of angels as they sang Rev. Brooks’ and Mr. Redner’s song. “O 
Little of Bethlehem” quickly became a favorite after it was published in 1874.  

 

"O Little Town of Bethlehem"  

O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 
 
For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the King 
And Peace to men on earth 
 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born to us today 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 
O come to us, abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
WORDS: Philip Brooks, 1835-1893 
MUSIC:  Louis H. Redner, 1831-1908 

 


