
WEEK 1 OF ADVENT – The HOPE Candle 
Carol: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel – which means 
‘God with us.’”  (Matthew 1: 23) 

 
The first candle of Advent is traditionally the candle of Expectation or Hope. This draws attention to the anticipation 
of the coming of Messiah, who is foretold throughout Old Testament history. God’s people, through generations of 
hard-heartedness and repentance, yearned for God’s presence in the form of a Savior. 

And so, God revealed to the prophets that He, indeed, would not leave His people without a true Shepherd. While 
they expected a new earthly king, their expectations fell far short of God’s revelation of Himself in Christ; first as a 
baby, then as a man of suffering and humility. Yet, the world is not fully redeemed, so we continue to wait with 
expectation, with hope, the second Advent, in which He will again reveal Himself to the world.  

Three interesting facts about our carol this week: 

1. This carol is one of the most popular, yet its music composer is not known. John Mason Neale translated some 
of the verses from the Latin text in the early 1800s, with Henry S. Coffin adding verses in the late 1800s. The 
common tune was composed by Thomas Helmore in the mid-1800s. 

2. This is possibly the oldest Christmas carol still being widely sung today. 
3. The verses tell of names of Jesus bringing us hope and joy. It is also a prayer of longing, aching, yearning, and 

hoping for the Messiah who will return again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

O Come O Come Emmanuel 
FROM THE BAPTIST HYMNAL: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer, 
Our spirits by thine Advent near; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,  
And order all things far and nigh;  
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And cause us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Desire of nations, bind,  
All peoples in one heart and mind;  
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease; 
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

OTHER WELL-KNOWN VERSES: 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory o'er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heav'nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Adonai, Lord of might, 
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
In ancient times didst give the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

WORDS: Latin Hymn  
                John Mason Neale, 1818-1866; tr. st. 1,2 
                Henry Sloane Coffin, st. 3,4 
MUSIC:   Plainsong; adapt. Thomas Helmore, 1811-1890 
                

 


