
WEEK 3 OF ADVENT – The JOY Candle 
Carol: “Joy to the World” 

But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people: Today a Savior, who is messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of David.”           

(Luke 2:10-11) 

 
Welcome to the week of JOY! Did you know that joy is different than happiness? Happiness comes when something 
on the outside of you makes you laugh or smile or want to hug someone. Happiness can turn to sadness when your 
double cotton candy ice cream cone falls on the floor before you even get your first lick! Joy is feeling that comes 
from inside of you. Jesus’s love gives you a special kind of inside smiling that doesn’t depend on how well things are 
going on the outside of you.  

 
Three interesting facts about our carol this week: 

1. This Christmas carol is very easy to memorize and play on an instrument. 
2. “Joy to the World” was written by Isaac Watts, a very popular hymn writer in 1719. He wrote this hymn based 

on Psalm 98 during a time when the only songs sung in the Church of England were allowed to be Psalms. The 
music was written by the composer George Frederick Handel. 

3. “Joy to the World” doesn’t have angels and shepherds or a stable, because this hymn was not written for 
Christmas! But doesn’t it make a wonderful Christmas Carol? 

 
Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
 
WORDS: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
MUSIC:   George Frederick Handel, 1685-1759p arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 


